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Bob and Alyce Ancell were voted as Member of the Month be-

cause of the great job they did for the club trip to Holbrook. We stayed at 

the Wigwam Hotel it was so much fun and a once in a life time experi-

ence. We went to visit Petrified Forest and hiked around the beautiful ar-

ea, then it was off the dinner. (Mexican). We ate so much as few of us 

walked back to the Wigwam. The next day it was off to “Standing on the 

Corner in Winslow Arizona” everyone should get their picture taken on 

that corner. 

We all had a great time and owe it all to Bob and Alyce for setting 

the trip up for us all to attend. Those that did not go you missed out. 

Thanks Bob and Alyce a job well done. This was one a several things 

they have arranged for the club so keep up the good work. 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Board Meeting - 08/03/2017 

Meeting was opened by President Tom. Officers present were Gordon and Alyce. Board members present were 

Becky, JoAnn, Dan, Ron and Greg. 

Treasurer report was given by Tom.  Gordon was asked to write an article for newsletter on Batteries.  

Ron will have the correct Bi-Laws done and given to Greg for newsletter. Copies will be printed and available to 

members interested. Discussion on Oct show took place.  

Dan and Ron will have a meeting with school officials on Wed Aug 8th at 7 am. Oct 21 is still a firm date. Entry for 

show will be $30 with tee shirt. Profits from show will be split with clubs involved and the school. The school stu-

dents should be able to do the graphics for the Tee Shirts and will be asked to do so.    

Member of the month was voted on and JoAnn will write an article for the newsletter.  Joice will be asked to write an 

article on the Pizza Party.  No cruises are planned for Aug and Sept.   Chevie will bring treats for the Aug meeting 

and Bob and Alyce will bring treats for the Sept meeting. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Meeting was called to order by President Tom Martin. Officers present were Gordon, Ethel, Alyce and Catherine. 

Board members present were Dan, JoAnn, Becky, Greg, Ron,  and alternate Paul.  Prior member present for his first 

meeting was Chuck Young. New member is Bryan Dillard. We had 2 guests present.  

Meeting opened with pledge of allegiance to flag. Treasurer report was given.  Ron reported that the new Bi-Laws, as 

amended, were now available on line.  Chevie gave  a report of things happening on our upcoming cruise to Southern 

Arizona which includes Bisbee, Karchner Cavern, Copper Queen Hotel and more. Information will be in news letter 

and Chevie can be called for questions. Cruise is scheduled for Oct 14-15th. Members of the month, Alyce and Bob 

Ancell, were recognized and certificate was given to them.   Several car stories were told by Bob, Ron, Gary, Gerald 

and Bill. Winnner of the Copperstate Whin-er towel this month was Ron.  Much discussion took place about the up-

coming Oct 21st car show. We are partnering with East Valley Institute of Technology. They are starting a new class 

at the school which is about auto restorations.   The entry for show will be $25 prior registrations, and $30 day of 

show registrations. Profits from show will be divided between CMC and School restoration program.  Judging will be 

done and trophies awarded. Advertising is in some publications, and will be on 88.10 radio FM station. Worker show 

committee and volunteer signup sheet was passed for   members to sign to help.  Pizza party is Nov 11th an article 

will be in newsletter.          A show at American Legion in Chandler is Sept 23rd.  Dan will provide music.        A 

good full food menu is available in the restaurant at the Legion.   50/50 drawing was won by Chuck.  Thank you 

Chevie for bringing refreshments.        

Meeting adjourned. 

General Meeting - 08/13/2017 



Save the Date! 

 
 We will meet at Cracker Barrel Restaurant on the west side of I-10 and Chandler 

Boulevard at 7:15 on October 14th if you wish to have breakfast and will leave at 8:15 
to continue our trip to southern Arizona.  

  

Hope to do the Queen Mine Tour in Bisbee call Chevie for reservation information. 
From Bisbee we will travel to Sierra Vista where rooms have been reserved at the 

Comfort Inn,  located at 3500 E Fry Boulevard in Sierra Vista. Rooms have been re-

served under Copperstate Mustang Club at a rate of $94.37 all taxes included.  Call 
520-459-5015 for reservations. Also included is a full breakfast.  If you are planning 

to go on this trip you need to make reservations as soon as possible and make sure to 

mention Copperstate Mustang Club in order to get the good rate.  We had hoped to 
stay at the Copper Queen Hotel in Bisbee but they raised the rates to $135 per night 

so that was not economical. 

 
On Sunday, October 15th we will travel about 30 miles to Kartchner Caverns.  Cost 

for that is $19.00 per person; which Chevie put it on her credit card so you need to 

send her the money as soon as possible if you plan to attend. Make the check payable 
to Chevie Neeper and send it to 3313 E Roveen, Phoenix, AZ 85032. Phone number 

602-992-3612. 

 
This promises to be a very fun trip.  Hope to see you there. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



   

 

Pizza party will be held at Barros Pizza November 11th at 4:00 PM . 

 

This is in the Pavilions 8940 E Indian Bend Rd Scottsdale 480-302-6555.   

I have called to reserve room for 30-40 club members.  We can park our Mustangs 
together at the Pavilions for the car show ...then go have our pizza party. It's best 

to eat pizza first because it will get too busy later to accommodate all of us . 

See you then ! 

Joice Lange 

 

 

 

Pizza Party 



CMC Whiner Towel Winner 

 

  



Protecting your Battery 

Protecting your Car’s Battery in the Desert Heat 
 
 
Extreme Heat and Cold Can Destroy Your Car Battery 
I considered a lot of things before I moved here but, the least was the extreme heat and it’s obvious ef-
fects on the body as well as my car and its battery. 
Here in the desert not to be confused with dessert which is one heck of a lot better.  Car batteries sur-
vive an average of two years.  You really don’t think much about your car battery dying in the 
heat, but once you’ve moved to the desert, it’s a lesson you learn fast.   
 
We've all heard of the effect that high temperatures can have on your car's interior. It can cause dash-
boards to crack, upholstery and steering wheels to deteriorate, also engine belts and hoses and tires.   
The effect of high ambient temperatures coupled with engine heat and the heat generated from the che-
mical action in the battery from charging can kill your battery. A battery converts chemical energy into 
electrical energy. Automobiles use lead-acid batteries.  The 12 volt automotive battery consists of plates 
made of lead submersed in a solution of sulfuric acid.  A typical 12 volt lead acid battery has 6-2 volt 
cells each in series adding up to 12 volts. Each cell contains plates in an acid bath. 
Extreme heat as well as extreme cold can choke the life out of a battery. Although the winters in Indiana 
were tough they were not extreme.  Extreme Cold is probably somewhere like the North Pole.  
The internal resistance and the battery source voltage and post terminal voltage are best described 
graphically this is a theoretical representation of your car’s battery.   Looking inside the battery the 12 
volt source from the electrochemical action is in series with the internal resistance of the battery then is 
connected to the battery terminals or posts.   
 

 

Hot Climate post voltage 11 volts 

1 volt 

Hot Climate 

Cold Climate post voltage 8 volts 

4 volts 

Cold Climate 



Protecting your Battery 

The source voltage which happens to be 12 volts is reduced by the drop in  
voltage across the internal resistance and the difference appears across the battery’s terminals or posts.  
This is the true output voltage of the battery. 
Based on temperature variations the internal resistance increases or decreases causing changes in the 
voltage at the battery’s terminals or posts. 
In extremely cold conditions, the internal resistance increases and more of the 12 volt battery source 
voltage is lost to the internal resistance thus the output at the battery terminals/posts is reduced by the 
amount dropped across the internal resistance.  Suppose the battery is in a cold climate much below 
zero. Due to the slowing chemical action internal resistance will increase dropping some of the source 
battery voltage Refer to the cold climate drawing the source voltage is 12 Volts and 4 volts is dropped 
across the internal resistance, now the terminal or post voltage will be 8 volts.    
I feel the ambient heat here could be considered extreme.  As the temperature increases so does the 
chemical action in the battery this causes the internal resistance of the battery to decrease.  This is just 
the opposite of extremely colder conditions. Referring to the hot climate drawing in the case of extreme-
ly high temperatures the chemical action in the battery will increase and the internal resistance will de-
crease dropping less of the battery source voltage across it causing the voltage at the posts to increase. 
Let us say that due to the extreme heat we have a 1 volt drop across the internal resistance this will re-
duce the post voltage to 11 volts loosing less voltage than at colder temperatures.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A new fresh new battery will have the lowest internal resistance transferring the full battery source 12 
volts to the posts. 
 
Using this explanation as to the effect of heat and cold on a battery the heating sounds like a better ac-
tion.  Less internal resistance more power to the terminal posts.  This is not true.  Extreme tempera-
tures, both hot and cold, can ruin a battery. 
We know that heat affects our bodies when temperatures soar into the triple digits. And, the effects can 
happen fast and be drastic. But we know now that extreme heat can wreak havoc on your car and bat-
tery as well.  

 
  

 

Fresh Battery post voltage 12 Volts 

negligible 
voltage drop 



Protecting your Battery 

Heat is worse than Cold 
As a rule of thumb, every additional 15 degrees Fahrenheit over 60 degrees Fahrenheit. Cuts in half the 
lifespan of a sealed lead acid battery.  When the humidity drops to 11 percent and the air temperature 
rises to 110 degrees Fahrenheit, water evaporates from car batteries very quickly.  All batteries have a 
"leak rate" of about 1 to 15% per month and when left sitting, and will fully discharge over time. High 
temperatures only accelerate this process, and will severely shorten the life of a battery you leave sitting 
on a shelf in your garage.  A battery stored at 95 degrees Fahrenheit will discharge twice as fast as one 
stored at 75 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Severe cold temperatures slow the chemical reactions in the battery. The internal resistance of the bat-
tery will increase making it difficult to deliver adequate current to the engine starter.  When it is extreme-
ly cold the engine oils becoming thicker, causing internal friction and longer starting cycles, your battery 
must work harder to start a cold engine. If your battery is run down or dead, it will freeze when tempera-
tures get below zero. But, most areas of the country do not experience zero temperatures for periods 
long enough to permanently damage a battery just from cold. Batteries do not "die" in the cold, but more 
commonly become so ineffective that they cannot deliver enough of their stored power to start a car.  
The opposite is true in the extreme heat they just quit or die in the heat. 
 

Car Battery Problems 
Courtesy of: dummies.com 
According to Dan Hagopian of batteryeducation.com, "If a battery is exposed to a weather extreme it 
may stop working, bulge, bubble, melt, smoke, create sparks, create flames, expand, contract, and or 
even blow-up in very extreme cases.   
Batteries actually last 2/3 as long in hot weather areas than cold areas! Sporadic bouts of triple digit 
temperatures will certainly put a strain on your battery, causing it to discharge its energy at a greater 
rate. Even batteries that are only slightly discharged can fail to produce enough power to start a 
car. However, when temperatures are continuously in the triple digits, it can kill the battery. Constantly 
discharged batteries can lose their life quite quickly.  
 
But, here in Phoenix it is normal to have several months with the temperature over 100 degrees Fahren-
heit on a daily basis. When it's this hot outside, the temperature under your car’s hood can be over 170 
degrees Fahrenheit or more.  High ambient temperature and engine heat, and bad battery placement 
contribute to the death of your car battery.  Batteries are sometimes placed in the corner of the engine 
compartment next to the firewall on the passenger’s side this is where the battery is located on all 3 of 
my rear wheel drive cars they are all different makes and models. Placement such as this adds the heat 
from the exhaust manifold and the engine.  I am not familiar with placement on transverse front wheel 
drive autos.  This could vary from make of vehicle but the effect is similar and may not be as intense 
because of placement farther from the engine.  But the engine heat remains trapped und the hood 
contributing to battery heat. 

 

 

 

 



Protecting your Battery 

  

 

A combination of the outside (ambient) temperature, the heat generated from the engine and the tem-
perature increase due to charging can cause the temperature to rise to around 170 degrees Fahrenheit. 
depending on the outside temperature that day.  
 
This can cause your car's battery fluid to evaporate, damage the internal structure, and can actually ac-
celerate corrosion! If these components become damaged, it can force your battery to charge at too 
high a rate and cause battery failure. When most think of dead batteries causing starting failure, they 
think of severe winter weather, but summer heat is the real culprit. Heat, more than cold, shortens bat-
tery life.  This starves the electrolyte of water and changes its chemical composition, leading to lead sul-
fate deposits on the plates which eventually cause shorted plates and thus lower cell voltage.    As cor-
rosion accumulates on battery terminals, it becomes an insulator and inhibits the current flow, prohibit-
ing your battery from charging and producing enough power to turn over your engine.  
 

The Process of Battery Charging 
A malfunctioning component in the charging system, like a bad voltage regulator that is allowing too 
high of a charging current can also destroy a battery or too low charging current can allow the battery to 
discharge rendering it useless in providing power to the car.  Usually they just quit from the heat.  
The older cars used a mechanical regulator to basically turn on the alternator and turn it off when the 
battery is satisfied.  The same process continued with the solid state regulators used in the late 60’s and 
beyond.  They are contained inside the alternator and usually the entire alternator is replaced when they 
go bad.  The older cars such as early 60’s and earlier used a generator to provide charge to the battery.  
Although the term alternator and generator are used by many as synonymous terms their base function 
is the same, to charge the battery.  However, they were quite different in the way they produced power.  
The generator created DC at its terminals, whereas the alternator generates AC power that has to be 
rectified (changed to DC) by diodes then sent to the alternator output terminals.  Alternators became a 
popular replacement for generators because their maintenance, weight and cost were much less than 
generators.  The operation of an alternator is less expensive and a better way to produce electricity to 
charge the battery.  The engine thru a belt provides the rotational power to the alternator and the volt-
age regulator signals the alternator to send charging power to the battery.  The car’s battery must have 
some voltage present to power the field windings of the alternator to make it charge.  The alternator 
usually some residual magnetism that will help the field begin to generate and charge the battery to start 
the car. This residual is not strong and will only help supply enough energy to start the charging process 
not sustain it.  Look for higher charging voltage, higher charging currents, and the presence of lit battery 
warning indicators on the dash (idiot lights). All can be early indicators of battery failure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Protecting your Battery 

 

Charging a battery with a portable homeowner battery charger. 
When using a battery charger to charge a battery you will find that a dead battery will pull as much cur-
rent as you can provide it.  Most homeowner’s and shade tree mechanics’ use a cheap battery charger.  
The older units had an ammeter that measured the current the charger was providing the battery in nor-
mal operation it would  max out and then reduce its draw to around 2 amps this usually indicated 100% 
charge.   
The ammeter indicates the amp draw on the charger and the maximum amount the charger will source 
when a fully discharged battery is connected to the charger. The meter will read the maximum output 

rating of the charger plus a few amps beyond this will compensate for a crummy meter.  The charger 
pictured is capable of producing 6 amps of charge current but indicates a maximum amperage of 8 
amps.  As the charge current reduces the ammeter needle will also move down. The 2 amp charge pro-

duces such a small current that it will not show up very well on the cheap meter. Once the meter has 
reached this level you can safely assume you have reached full charge.  Higher readings after many 
hours of charging can indicate a defective or near defective battery.  
Looking at the current the battery is drawing is my rule of thumb to determine the effectiveness of the 
recharging.  I have ran down several batteries by leaving a light on or letting the car sit for a long time 
then the quiescent drain from the computer can run one down over time. Once a battery is discharged it 
will absorb as much current as the charger will source. But it comes down over time how far down is an 
indicator of the state of the battery when they come down to around 2-3 amps I have no problem rein-
stating them.   On the other hand if the continuous charging current is 4 amps or greater I ditch the bat-
tery.  I have on some occasions left the battery charge overnight being careful to remove the battery 
from the car placing it in a place where if it was to boil out electrolyte it would not harm anything.  
Checking it the following morning for the state of charge current, hopefully it would be low around 2-3 
amps. 
I would suggest that you take your battery if you deem it could be a problem to a reputable facility to 
have it tested.   

Jumping a dead battery with a portable jump starter.   

If a drain on the battery that has it slightly discharged for a short time, and is enough to run the radio but 
not enough to start the engine.  Then jumping the battery with another will probably provide enough 
power to start the car.  This is the time that the small jump batteries may help out.  But if the drain on the 
battery has been present for many hours the battery will be so far drained that any attempt to jump and 
immediately start the car will fail.  These small batteries are selected to provide an instantaneous surge 
of current that can give a slightly dead battery the power needed to start the car.  But this power can on-
ly be delivered for an instant and only once until it is recharged. 
Since the jump starter only puts out a base peak amperage, it will not charge your battery if you keep it 
plugged in for a length of time. You have one shot of starting the battery. However, dirty or corroded 
battery terminals may prevent a good connection for the alligator clamps and hamper the jump starter 
from transferring its optimum peak  
 

 

 

 

 
 



Protecting your Battery 

 

amps. Taking care of your battery and battery terminals is as important as caring for your jump starter 
pack.  The dead battery acts like a huge load sucking up all the power it can.  

Jumping a dead battery with jumper cables and another Car’s battery 
A battery that is dead will take on as much current as you can provide it.  It will destroy itself if allowed 
to. It is best to disconnect the negative from the dead battery and apply the negative from the jump bat-
tery directly to the engine block.  This will allow the jump battery to provide its full power to the car and 
not to try to recharge the dead battery.  Then once the car is restarted reconnect the negative terminal.  
This will allow your car and the jumping car to recharge the battery.  I would normally leave everything 
connected and both cars running.   If you disconnect the jumping battery and your car dies then there 
was not enough power sourced by your battery to maintain the engine running.  Another way is to re-
connect the negative terminal of the dead battery and let the both cars run for a few minutes to try to 
bring the dead battery back to life.  If neither of these work the battery is too dead and the car will not 
continue to run if the jump car is removed.  Replace the battery.  
When trying to jump start the car make sure a "dead" battery is your problem. If you turn the key and 
your car does absolutely nothing, then there's a good chance the battery is dead, however if you turn 
the key and you hear the engine cranking then your problem is most likely something else. Complete 
details on jump-starting a car vary from car to car, so be sure to check your owner's manual for accurate 
information about your make and model. 
Step 1: Before you attempt to jump start the car, make sure both batteries are of similar voltage or you 
risk damaging electrical components   
Step 2: With both cars off and in Park, connect the jumper cables in the following order, 

Connect one red clamp to the positive (+) battery post of the "dead" battery.    
Connect the other red clamp to the positive (+) post of the good battery. 
Connect one black-end clamp to the negative (-) post of the good battery. 
Disconnect the negative lead from the dead battery. 
Carefully connect the other black-end clamp to some large metallic part of  your car's engine 

block. Never connect it to the negative (-) post of the "dead" battery because this causes spark-
ing which could ignite battery gases.  

 
There are things we can do to extend the life of our auto batteries. 

Move to a cooler environment. 
Store car in cooler area. 
Open the hood allowing the engine to cool not trapping the heat in with the hood. 
Do not park your car in garage after the engine has been at running temperature. 
Leave it outside with the hood up to allow cooling. Park inside once the engine heat has dissipated.  

Or cover car with a white car cover. 
One way to ensure that your battery doesn't die is to make sure that it is always kept fully charged. 
Keep your car battery clean. Dirt becomes a conductor draining the battery's power 
Clean the battery case itself with baking soda dissolved in warm water. 

 

 

 

 

 



Protecting your Battery 

 

 
Clean the battery terminals periodically with a wire brush to ensure good connectivity and prevent 

corrosion around the terminals. 
If you still run an old-style unsealed battery they need to be topped off with either distilled water or 

acid. Check it regularly in hot weather. 
If you do have a battery that is discharging, always put it on a trickle-charge and never a full power 

quick charge, as this will further damage the battery by adding heat to the battery, reducing its 
life even faster. 

If you suspect a problem, have your battery tested by a power output tester to see if it needs replac-
ing. 

Install it correctly.  Strap it down and tighten the cables.  Batteries don’t like to be bounced around. 
Maintain proper coolant levels to prevent engine overheating, heat that the battery will absorb. At 

high temperatures, batteries often refuse to charge to maximum capacity this also shortens their 
life. 

Charge your car’s battery somewhere with lots of ventilation and cool air like in the garage.  It should 
be cooler then the outdoors. 

Look for higher charging voltage, higher charging currents, and the presence of lit battery warning 
indicators on the dash (idiot lights). All can be early indicators of battery failure. 

 
There is no way to know when the battery will die but they should last at least 2 years. Be proactive and 
replace the battery every 2 years, don’t get stranded.  And when the day comes that the starter motor 
hesitates, the headlights dim, or the radio won’t work, you will not have to worry you have done the right 
thing. 
Replace don’t wait. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Trans-Am Wars 1966-1971 

Chapter Seven – 1969, Part 1: All-Out War – Ford vs. Chevrolet 

 

 1969 Trans-Am racing brought record crowds to North American race tracks to witness a 

blood feud between Bud Moore Engineering (BME) Mustangs and Roger Penske’s Sunoco Cama-

ros.  “No holds barred” fender banging ensured the race for the championship would be filled with 

action and drama.  Rules remained much the same and front-running teams were expected to make 

the cars even faster.  Fearing Trans-Am cars might actually beat their vaunted sports prototypes, 

the ruling body of international races, the Federation Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA) exclud-

ed the enduros at Daytona and Sebring from the official Trans-Am race schedule.  Despite the rul-

ing, Pontiac and AMC entered cars for testing purposes.  The FIA’s decision proved wise as the 

Titus Firebird finished a strong third overall.  One can only imagine how well the BME/Shelby 

Mustangs and Penske Camaros would have fared. 

 

 AMC returned for 1969 with Ronnie Kaplan Engineering (RKE) and a new engine designed 

for Trans-Am racing, a 304 CI V-8.  The engines were powerful and reliable, so AMC released 

Traco Engineering and kept engine building in house.  Inexplicitly, RKE team manager Jim Jef-

fords released Peter Revson and George Follmer as drivers and hired Ron Grable and John Martin 

(who?).  It was a serious mistake, and the season witnessed a revolving door of drivers.  Funda-

mentally, the team lacked racing experience, as demonstrated by the cars not having any rear 

downforce devices and only occasionally sprouting front spoilers throughout the season.  Since 

the factory did not provide any technical, logistical, or engineering support, Kaplan expected a 

disappointing season.  With an ever-shrinking budget from AMC, the Javelins’ best results were 

only two fourth-place finishes.  RKE would disappear at season’s end (and from further mention 

in this article), but AMC would be heard from again. 

 

Pontiac had big plans for their second Trans-Am campaign.  With new bodywork, a new 303 CI 

V8 engine, and driver Jerry Titus; Ponti ac was so confident their program would be success-

ful they paid the cash-strapped SCCA to use the name Trans-Am.  The cars for Titus were first 

rate and matched Penske’s in appearance and engineering, but the team’s Achilles heel was the 

303.  The engine could be powerful or reliable, but never both at the same time.  Fittingly, Titus 

and team manager Terry Godsall chose the number “13” for their car – an omen that reflected the 

hard times the team encountered throughout the season.  Firebirds had a number of third, fourth, 

and fifth place finishes and even one second place, but that was a result of the crash fest at St. Jo-

vite.  As with AMC, no further mention will be made of the Firebirds. 



The Trans-Am Wars 1966-1971 Cont.’ 

  
 Ford was back with an improved engine – the Boss 302 – and two teams.  Although Ford 

continued supporting Shelby American, Dearborn hedged its bet and brought back Bud Moore En-

gineering (BME) to run a pair of fastback Mustangs.  BME, which had learned more speed secrets 

in NASCAR’s Grand American series with their Cougars, outwardly received equal support as did 

Shelby; in reality, BME was “a little more equal.”  Critically, Ford’s Dearborn engineers learned 

from the previous year’s mistake and allowed both teams to build their own engines; but BME and 

Shelby operated independently and did not share engineering or technology secrets.  As a result, 

Shelby Mustangs still lacked midrange power.  BME hired Parnelli Jones and George Follmer for 

their red, white, and black Mustangs.  Shelby’s drivers in the blue with white trim Mustangs were 

Peter Revson and Horst Kwech.  BME used Firestones while Shelby chose Goodyears.  As the 

season unfolded, tire choice played a crucial role in the season championship and became a major 

point of contention between BME and Penske Racing. 

 

 After decisively winning the championship for Chevrolet in 1968, Roger Penske’s next tar-

get was the Indianapolis 500.  For the Trans-Am, Penske took a relaxed “wait and see” attitude, 

fully confident that lead driver/engineer Mark Donohue would make the 1969 Camaros a winner.  

When building two new dark blue “Sunoco Camaros,” rather than making small improvements, 

Donohue tried creating too many “Unfair Advantages.”   As a result, the new cars were actually 

slower than the conquering ‘68 version.  Fortunately for Chevrolet, the first race of the season 

wasn’t until mid-May.  Constant work eventually got the new Camaros to be as fast as the 1968 

car by the season opener, but months were lost in development time that could have made the 

1969 cars even faster.  Drivers would be Donohue and Ronnie Bucknum.  Tires would be Good-

years. 

 

Next Installment:  Trans-Am 1969, Part 2 – Points of Conflict 

Sources: Trans-Am, The Pony Car Wars 1966-1972 by Dave Friedman; The Cars of Trans-Am 

Racing, 1966-1972 by David Tom;  The Unfair Advantage by Mark Donohue with Paul Van 

Valkenburg; Mark Donohue, Technical Excellence at Speed by Michael Argetsinger; Mark 

Donohue: His Life in Photographs by Michael Argetsinger; Dan Gurney, The Ultimate Racer by 

Karl Ludvigsen. 



Classifieds 

 

MUSTANG WHEELS 

 

These were the standard wheels in 2012 for a GT with Brembo brake package.  They are 

19” x 9” aluminum alloy.  Found reproductions on line for approximately $350 per wheel, 

plus shipping, with no center caps.  These wheels are pristine with no dings, scrapes or 

dents.  Set of four is $1,000.00.  Price includes center caps, lug nuts and wheel locks. 

TIRES  

 Set of four Michelin Pilot Super Sport 255/40xZR19 (100Y).  These are the #1 rated 

high performance, summer only, tires on the market.  Warranted for 30,000 miles.  These 

tires have ONLY 3,000 miles on them.  Original price was $255 per tire.  Set of four is 

$600.00.  Tires are currently mounted on above wheels.  Wheels or tires may be purchased 

separately - buyer pays to dismount tires. 

 

If wheels and tires are purchased together price for set of four is $1,500.00. 

 

STRUT TOWER BRACE 

 

Fits all GT models 2011-2014.  Silver with GT logo.  Functional and looks good.  Installs on 

existing hardware.  $150.00. 

Contact Bill @ billg41@cox.net or call 970-946-3664. 

 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sep 7 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford (US60 & Mesa Drive).  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

the upstairs room.  All are welcomed to attend. 

Sep 10 Copperstate Club General Meeting at 1pm at Mount Olives Church 3546 E. Thomas Rd. We will 

have refreshments to enjoy.  

Sep 16 Creek Days Charity Festival & Car Show. Time is from 9-3. Must Pre-registrar on line at:  ckfd-

firebelles@gmail.com before August 15. $35.00. 

Sep 16 Saleen Annual Car Show at Saleen Headquarters. Located at 2735 Wardlow Rd. Corona, Ca 

Show is from 8am til 4pm. Call 800-311-6578 or email cgiffin@teamsaleenusa.com for more infor-

mation. Day of show registration is $35.00. Hotel available Ayres Suites Corona 951-738-9113 

special Saleen rate. 

Sep 23 American Legion Post 35 Car Show located at 2040 Chandler Blvd, Chandler. Pre-registration 

$20.00 Day of show $25.00 All makes and models welcome. All proceeds for “Soldiers Best Friend 

Touching Two Lives at Once”. For more information contact Stan 602-908-8856. Show time is 12-

5. Registration is 10:30 am. 

Oct 1 “Mustangs By the Bay” put on by the San Diego Mustang Club. Registration is $35.00 must pre-

registered by Sept. 23. NO day of show registration.  Go to www.mustangclubsd.com for more in-

formation. This a great show on the water at Sea Port Village. 

Oct 5 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Held at Berge Ford Hwy 60 and Mesa Dr. at 6:45. 

All members are welcome at attend.  

Oct 8 Copperstate Club General Meeting at 1pm at Mount Olives Church 3546 E. Thomas Rd. We will 

have refreshments to enjoy.  

Oct 14 Cars in the Park. Put on by the Sierra Vista Car Club. Held at Veteran Memorial Park on Fry 

Blvd. Registration is $25.00. Contact Gary at 520-803-1678 for more information.  

Oct 21 Copperstate Mustang Club Fall show Will be held at EVIT (East Valley Institute of Technolo-

gy) at 1601 W. Main St. Mesa. This is open to all cars. See Flyer in newsletter for more details. 

Contact Dan 602-828-0340 or Ron 602-999-6801.  

Nov 2 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford (US60 & Mesa Drive).  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

the upstairs room.  All are welcomed to attend. 

Nov 4 Gina’s Team Car show. Held at “What the Hell Bar & Grill” 7303 E. Main St., Mesa. Go to 

www.ginasteam.org for additional information on the show. 

Nov 11 Club Pizza Party  -  at 4pm  - Barro’s  Pizza 8940 E Indian Bend at the Pavilions in Scottsdale. 

Free to club members. Contact Joice Lange 480-830-8425 if attending.  

Nov 12 Copperstate Club General Meeting at 1pm at Mount Olives Church 3546 E. Thomas Rd. We will 

have refreshments to enjoy.  

Nov 17-19 Good Guys 19th Southwest Nationals at WestWorld of Scottsdale 16601 N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale 

Dec 10 Club Christmas Party at Holiday Inn on 44st and McDowell. More information to follow watch the 

newsletter for details  



PO Box 50309 

Phoenix, AZ  85076 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PROUD SPONSORS 


